Chapter 1Y%
Moved to Ogden

My wife and I drove down and bullt a
retaining wall of conerete between our
lot and the neighbor jolning on the west

. side but when we were working at it

i Mona end I had some ailly sort of dis-

- agreement about how it should be bullt

. 80 we decided we would go back home and
. left them for we though if we can't make
" a concrete wall with out disagreements

| how can we build a home and live by her
. with out trouble. After we had been home
. for a few days we received a very nice
letter from them begging forgiveness

¢ and said,"if we would only for get the

" disagreement and come down we could
build intirely to sult ourselves."
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As they were all we had in the worlg
to live for we decided to try to sel;
the Pavilion and come down again ang
live by the side of them, one thing v,
have both regretted many times becayse
eéven though Mona is our only child shg
has caused us much grief,she has ac-
cused us both of sfaling from hep not
with stending we nave helped her in o

1 have helped them With conerete wori:
patching their sidewalk and drive way
I built a cabinet in theip basement, e
helped to place the tile both 4n thein
basement,kitchen ang bath room,I made
several artificial drums and furnishag
some of the material for some of then
I have kept their lawh mower until re-~
cently,I have cleaned %he snow ‘from
. their sidewalk and drive way in winter
and many other chores about the place
and even 1f I had taken a two by four
that belonged to her it was used in
the house I built here and she tells
every one she will have it all when we
pass on from this life.

But with all this we still love our
daughter and shall try to make the best
of a bad bargain until we pass on,neithe
her lNother nor I have any Imowledge are
can think -of anything we ever took from
her so her accuseations are simply her
imaginations. My wife and T have a very
nice home here too but almost 60 large
anyway bigger than is neceasary and Idic
81d nyself irn bullding i, . .

After we had been trying for some time
%0 sell Cook's Pavilion T saw Bruno
Bonlcelli in Kemmerer and %told him if
he could sell itfor me and get fiftecn
thousand dollars for it I would give

her Nother to sew this op that for 5ﬁ1,
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As they were all we had in the world
to live for we decided to try to sell
the Pavilion and come down agaln and
live by the side of them, one thing we
have both regretted many times because
even though Mona is our only child she
has caused us much grief,she has ac-
cused us both of sfaling from her no:
with standing we have helped her in o
every way we could ever since we came
down here,she had continueally asked
her Mother to sew this or that for her,
I have helped them with concrete Worlk
patching their sidewalk and drive way
I built a cabinet in their basement, we
helped to place the tile both in their
basement,kitchen and bath room,I made
several artificial drums and furnishad
some of the materiel for some of them
I have kept their lawh mower until re-
cently,I have cleaned the snow from

. their sidewalk and drive way in wintor

and many other chores about the placc
and even if I had taken a two by four
that belonged to her it was used in
the house I built here and she tells
every one she will have i1t all when we
pass on from this life.

But with all this we still love our
daughter and shall try to make the best
of a bad bargaln until we pass on,neithe
her Mother nor I have any knowledge are
can think of anything we ever took Irom
her so her accuseations are simply her
imaginations. My wife and I hawve a very
nice home here too but almost o large
anyway bigger then is neceasary and Idt
@dd myself in building 1t. . . j

After we had been trying for some time
to sell Cook's Pavilion I saw Bruno E
Bonicelll in Kemmerer and told him if
he: eould sell itfor me and get fiftecoen
thousand dollars for it I would give
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one thousand for his work,he tried

i for some time and at last found Don

Wagner who'wanbted it but would pay twel-
ve thousand for it and sinee we had tri-
ed'to sell it for so long we decidéed to
‘accept his offer and gave him the place
with all the equipment including the lot,
the bullding, oné hundred and forty pairs
of roller skates,an amplifing set with
turn table,over six hundred records a

¢ wurlitzer band organ with about twenty

f ~five rolls of records,a piano,a floor
surfacing machine two coolk stoves,three
large heating stoves,thirty or more
chairs and ever so many smaller items
and I paild Bonicelli five percent or
8ix hundred dollars for selling 1t for
us. Part of the money had been paid to
us when one day we received a phone 'call
telling us' the Pavilion had burned %o
the ground the night befors.

However we had inserted 2 clause in

¢ our agreement that Wagner should keep

. the property insured against fire so

the insurance company took cameof the
loss and we went up 50 Kemmererp and

made a final settlement and saw where
our old home had stood,now nothing but
concrete was left and when we received
the money,a part of which is now in the

i' bank waiting to pay for our funeral and

any other expenses we might have before
our passing which may or may not be soon.
My dear wife and I are in pretty good

I health at present but 1ifé is so uncer-

. taln and we never know what might hap=

| pen at any time, I take an early morn-

. 1ng walk each day of about a mile and

| a half just to keep my old body fune-

| tioning as I do not have much else to
| do,however we do have a small garden

I in the rear part of our yard.

| Our old plymouth 1941 model stands

¢ 1dle most of the time eXcept when Bill
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drives it to take him to work at Hila
FPield which is about six o6r seven miley
éach way and although it is nearly of
legal age now and we don't know what
it will decids to do at any time it hag
traveled less than thirty thousand mileg
and may be good for as long as we ma,
live. :
I Imow of nothing of importance on
of interest that has hap pened since
we moved down here to live but in resq.
~ing over what I have written I remem-
ber a few incidents that happen in wmy
life time that I failed to mention so
I shall go back over the years and tell
about them now: ;
The first one was when I was comming
to my tenth birthday in Afton,the fisrt
suymmer we spent there and among the
people who lived there was the two Robh-
erts brothers Thomas and Arthur who
had a store joinkly and were known as
the Roberts Brothers store which was lo-
cated up two blocks east from where the
main street is now,they were on a cor-
ner lot south of where the big school
bullding now stands and next to then
was a harness and shoe shop owned by
Mr Blanchard and son Perry and joining
on to that was a blacksmith shop own-
by Crit Williamson Father of Dave Will-
iamson who was also.a blacksmith who
was also a blacksmith after his Mather
for many years in Afton. ,
- On the fourth of July that year and
- my dear Mother had so many to give to
and so little to give but she had given
each one of us five cents Lo spend for
~the foubth and I got my nickle with the
rest so I marched up to the Roberis
brother store and bought a five cent
bunch of firecrackers and as I went oul
side on the side walk I had fired sewcr?
of them but it seems I was short of }
|
|
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Matches so I had taken one of the Tieed
ones that was stlll burning and used it
as a torch ©to set off the others with
but somehow having so many in my hands
I acecldently placed the torch togather
with some of the crackers in my pocket
and they began to go off there and I~
got pretty badly burned before I got
them put out and I spent a very sorro-
ful fourth of July while Mother tried
to ease the paln with all sorts of ree~
medies.Later the Roberts brothers des=-
olved partnership and each one built
a store of his own down on the main
street near where the Afton bank now is.
The next thing I wish to tell about wag
some of the young juvenile delinquents
in Afton and some 'of the main leaders
of the bunch was Geor$e Cazier and Iafe
Sessions, one hollowe'en this gang man=-
aged Some how to get the running geams
of a wagon up on top of the log,dirt
roof, church or public meeting place
and then forced a two year old steer in-
to the building and closed and fasten=-
ed the door so he could not come out.
The next morning being Sunday the good
Bishop Cazier, George's Father,came ear-
ly to light a fire in the church stove
preparatory for sunday school and was
amased to see the steer with his head
protuding through one of the lower sash
of one of the windows which he had com=
pletely cleared of all the glass and
as he entered the door he found an awful
mess on chairs and benches. I do not
mow if he ever found out it was his
son who led the gang. One other time
the same boys took a large privy from
the church and took it down town to
main street and left it with a sign on
the door which read,"This is Will Caz-
ier's office" some how they had taken
a dislike for W4il Cazder for he had
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been Eheir school teacher when they Wen
younger . e
Another thing that might be of intepegt
to who ever has patlence enough to resq
all this junk ia the story of my nedleha
borLute Baldwin who had married Sadio
Johnson my wife's cousin and who liveq
on Charlie Johnson's place east of thg
Larson place,there was four men who +ho
ught they had a gold mine up a smallcana

~ lon south of drycreek canion,they wees

- Andrew Hokanson, Andrew Nellson, Charlie
Johnson and one other, Hokanson was o
man who could never be relaxed,he was
always dolng something and as it was in
llarch with plenty of snow on the ground
the only thing he could think of fto do
was to go up and work in the gold minec.
He persuaded Andrew Nellson,Lute Baldvin
(to work instead of Johndon) and the
other partner to go with him up to the
mine which was on the sunny side of the
hill and the snow had melted there bus
on the other side of the canimn therc
was perhaps three feet of snow,in the
bottom of the canion they had a log cabin
it was necessary to travel up there in
the deecp snow on snowshoes (skies) anc
when they reached their cabin they plac-
ed thelr skies up agaimst the ecabin on
the out sidd and went in and ate their
lunch,as only two cmedd could work at

a time in the mine hole they had dug be-
fore they decided that Iute and Hokanson
would work the night shift while Neilson
and the other partner was to work that
after noon,so the two climbed up to the
mine and began to work,when Nellson cauc
out of the mine with a wheelbarrow load
of 'dirt he looked down and saw Tute wiih
a rope in his hand and Hokanson withan
axX as ' they were climbing up through the
deep snow apparently to get a dry treo
for fire wood.
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. Nellson reentered the mine and almost

. immediately he heard 2 terrible roar

. and ran out to see the intire hill sdde
ku-of snow on the opposite canion wall

. had slid down covering the intire bot=
'\ tom of the canion and the#r cabin and

. the other men was not to be seen anyw

i where,the two men ran down and tried to
| make small holes and listen for the

. buriried men,then the younger man vol=

| intieered to try to make his way down

t through the decp snow for help,their

- sklies were covered as well as bhe cabin
80 all he could do was wade through the
snow for a mile or more to get help ss
he ‘reached the first telephone I happen-
t0 be 1in the store that got the call
and I immedlately ook my groceries and
drowe home as fast as I could go and

. tolid my wife Iubte and Hokanson were in
| & smowslide and needed help,I had been
. moveing about considerable on my skiss
¢ and had them in my sleigh,T drove up

i to tthe canion as fast as I could,tied

. my iteam to some quaking asps,took my

V' skites and went up there as fast as I

| coulld,Emil Nielson who lived closer to
b ‘the canion was a short way ahead of me
and when we reacher his Father who ex-
plaiined what had happensd and where he
thowght the men might be burried we be=
' gan digging in the hard packed snow,

| soom there were many men came and am-

| ong them was Briggie Gardner who sorta
| Goolk charge and told where to dig,I dis-
agreeed with him and told what Nellson
had saild and he was the only one that

- kneWr where the men were when last seen.
i\  However the men all went to work where
I Brigggie said to dig and make deep trencd-
8s @mbout ten feet whdsc With ‘a wall of
8noly maybe another ten feet and used
longs poles which we pushed through the
fjwalhs to try to locate the bodles gnd
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The first digging we did was to fing
the cabin which we thought might be
possible they had reached it and wers
lnside,the door had been blown open
and it was partly filled with snow,
after digging down to the cabin end re.
~moving the snow from inside we manageg
to find the stove pipe and made a fiss
in the stove and when Slim Oakley and
some others made coffee and some othen
lunch that was brought up the men toox
turns digging all night,we found plenty
of candles in the cabln that were usdg
to make a light in the mine so with tuo
men in each trench each with a candle
fastened to the snow bank and the snow
flying from all those shovels it made
a wonderful sight.

In the early morning Bishop Asborne
Low came up the trail for it was now a
traill after so many had tromped over
it and I told him what Neillson had to0ld
me when we, flrst came up and I was sure
we had been digging to far up above the
cabin,he agreed with me and told the
men - to start down nearer the cabin adid
after a while some one found the end of
a rope that led us to Iute's body in 2
running position with hls hat 1n one
hand and the rope in the othex and not
very far from him we found Hokanson
but he was standing on his head so to
-gpeak with his mouth full of snow,it
was sbout ten o'clock when we found
them,somebody had taken my team home
and took care of them,my dear wife was
all alone home that night and told me
later she did very little sleeplng but
much worrying until I got home.

The two bodies were taken on hand |
sleighs down to the waiting teams and |
bobsleighs. Soon after they were burri-
ed in the grave yards
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Another thing I failed to mention
was the way my friend Pete Nelson come
to. his end,he had been troubled with
rheumatism for many years and some-
times would say to me,"Why in hell do
I have to live for anyway"? The last
Job he had was herding sheep up.in the
south end of Starvalley and had sat
down near an old cabin and was feeling
rather down in the dumps or despondent
as he had no one in the world to earve
forand few who cared for him so he put
the end of the gun barrel in his moubth
and pulled the trigger,he sure done a
complete job of it for the bullet tore
the whole top of his head off and to
plecese+ His body was brought to Afton
and after the undertaker had prepared
him for burrial by replacing the parts
of his head back in place the bess he
could I went up to see his body and we
burried him 1in the Afton cemetry.

As T near the closelng chapter of my
life's history I realize how many mis-
takes ‘I have made in spelling,puncbu-.
tatlions .and typegraphical errors but
as my two index fingers have become
tender and sore with my pick and peck
method of typeing I Think I willl leave
everything as is,however in reading over
what I have written I must confess I
am not very proud of some of the happn=-
ings in my life,still I have never been
arrested in my life and only once did
I pay a fine which happened like this:

1 was ‘up 'in the coal camp of Sublet
with my roadster,it was raining and as
I bumped along the dirt road the frail
frame ,made of strap iron on the rear
of my car that held the tail light, the
lisence plate and the spare tire rim
came loose and fell off or nearly off,
so I took the whole thing and placed
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it in the resr of my car and drove
home ,when I entered the house my wire
told me she wished I would go down g
the store and get some groceries =o
I drove down and when I came oubt of
the store old Harry Haddanham,who weos
justice of the peace was standing therpg
waiting for me and saild,"You hav'ent
got a tail light nor lthsence plate ang
have broken the law" I tried to explaip
and showed him the whole thing in my
car,that makes no differance he said,
call at my offige in the morning and
pay a five dollar fine and it will be
alright" I paid that fine of five dol-
lars but to this day I don't think I
should have done for I beleive the odd
rascal put that five 1n his own pocket
and I don't beleive he had any right
to fine me anyway under the circumstan-
ces. That 1s!the only fine I ever pafdd
I have not indulged in the use of tob-
acco ‘in any form for more than twenty
years,I have never been accused of st
stealing until my own daughter falsely
accused me of i1t,but I cannot really
blame her too much because she hasg al-
ways worked so hard in fact she takes
on more work than she should and has
to magiyirons in the fire and some of
them are sure to get burned,she very
often misplaces things and forgets
where they are gnd then blames .some one
of staling them,I suppose I should not
cwrite about my dear daughter that way
but it 1s all a part of my story.

So with the hope that some one some
where some time will benefit foom my
experiences and tell me just why I was
ever placed on this earth in the first
place I would be greatfully thenkful.

T sometimes sit in a parked car down
in the busy street of Ogden and sec &1l
the different people of all kinds bif
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and small, tall and short,o0ld and young
each with "their own way of motion and
way of traveling,cach with their own
1ndividual bodies,all struggleing fgr
an 6xistance,reminds me of an ant hill
where the ents are very busy going here
and there and when one dies another one
soon takes its place, and I don't think
us humans are much different then the
ants,ofcoarse we are more inteligent for
we have invented ways of travel,ways of
building our homes where we ofcoarse
excellbut we do some other things that
lowér animels would not do,such as smoke
ing,drinking dangerous splrwts and drugs
and many 'other things,so I beleive we
are not much better than the rest of the

[ a ]

; %Flgéggnevor seen any one in my whode "
life that was more sincere,consclentlous,

. devoted and worked as hard for the

. church of Jesus Christ of Laterday
saints as my dear parents and still my

. Father did a great deal of suffering

i and died a very poor man in July 1900.

i Mother lingered on for a number of

F years with the help of her children and

. she too suffered terribly for a long
time from a fall that ecaused her to get
a broken hip and other ailments until
she was af ,laat releived by a merciful

. death. They very often told me they

. would receive thelr reward in heaven

. or the next world,but why should they

. wailt until after death before they re-

| celved $heir just dues from our Lordy

i or Father in Heaven? If there is a

next world or a heaven,which I doubt

very muche. I was babtised when I was

elght years old but I have never been

& very good church member and after

‘the treatment my dear parents was sub-

Jected to after all the work they did
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I am more of a dlsbeleivecy than ever,

There is & number of questions that
has never been answered to my satisw
faction such as:

Some people have told me or rather
called the next world a spirlt world,

If that 1is true I cannot see how a
sinner can be punished physically in
next world because he will not have a
bodys Others have told me we would tale
up our bodies again the same as we laig
them down and not so much as a single
hair of our heads will be changed, if
that can be true we will likely have to
eat again,wear clothes perhaps and in
order to get these fthings we will hav

to work to gebt tHem.

I think religeon is a wonderful thing
as 1t no doubt keeps many from commit-
ing erimes and for  those that can bele-
ive in 1t,but for me,I am sorry but I
just eannot beleive all the things thot
are told to me about it.

In the Tollowing pages . I have inserted
some rhymes that perhaps tells what an
awful sinner I really am.

Thank you very klnaly for reading all
that I have written and hope some one
will benefit by my story.

Yours truly,

Moses Cook
Born November 20 1880



